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JIRD     The Journal of Inter-Religious Dialogue™

Call for Submissions
The Journal of Inter-Religious Dialogue™ (JIRD) is pleased to issue a call for submissions for its inaugural edition. The Journal is a forum for academic, political, and social discussions related to the unique experiences and interactions of different religious traditions.  Students, faculty, and alumni from seminaries of all affiliations are welcome to submit an original article. 
The Journal of Inter-Religious Dialogue™ seeks to increase interchanges between religious communities, starting with clergy and leaders in inter-religious work. Although it aims to become a vehicle for improving relations between groups, the Journal encourages those interested in submitting pieces not to shy away from controversial issues. Prospective authors should feel welcome to address these topics head-on, though in a respectful and informed way. 

Submission Requirements

· All submissions must be the original, previously unpublished work of the author(s). Authors are also advised to read JIRD’s  “Statement of Purpose” prior to submitting an article. 
· Submissions should be no more than 3,500 words, including references and a 100-word abstract.
· A completed “Article Submission Form” should accompany all documents submitted for review.  
· Submissions should adhere to the Fifteenth Edition of the Chicago Manual of Style (see http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html for details).
· Articles should be submitted electronically to the co-Editors of the Journal of Inter-Religious Dialogue™ at Submissions.JIRD@gmail.com.
· Co-authored articles are welcomed and encouraged. This holds particularly true for point/counterpoint articles and those written by seminarians from different institutions or religious traditions.
Deadlines

The deadline for submissions for the inaugural edition of the Journal of Inter-Religious Dialogue™ is January 30, 2009. All articles submitted after this date will not be considered for publication. You will hear back about the status of your submission by April 10, 2009. 

Process for Review
Upon its receipt, each submission will undergo a rigorous peer review by members of JIRD’s Board of Scholars and Practitioners. If accepted for publication, the Journal’s staff may edit the submission for mechanics and adherence to writing standards. 

Contact Information

The Editors-in-Chief of the Journal of Inter-Religious Dialogue™, Joshua Stanton and Stephanie Hughes, may be reached at JIRDialogue@gmail.com. 
Statement of Purpose

The Journal of Inter-Religious Dialogue™ (JIRD) is a forum for academic, social, and timely ("hot") issues affecting religious communities around the United States and beyond. Published online and comprised of articles from seminary students, professors, and alumni, it is designed to increase communication and crosspollination between religious groups and their leaders. By promoting these interchanges, JIRD hopes to contribute to a more tolerant, pluralistic society. 

JIRD works to maintain the highest level of academic integrity. Managed and edited by a multifaith team of seminary students and scholars, all articles undergo a rigorous double-blinded peer review by an elite team of academics, theologians, and non-profit leaders who serve on its Board of Scholars. The Journal’s very operation demonstrates that, while significant differences do indeed exist between religious communities, they need not preclude collaborative efforts and general good will. 

More specifically, JIRD seeks to: 

· Feature articles on cutting edge research and scholarship taking place at theological seminaries around the country. 

· Promote innovative ideas and methodologies for inter-religious work. 

· Express challenges facing religious communities and openly discuss inter-religious disputes and their possible solutions.

· Stimulate interfaith dialogue and collaborative projects by providing a forum through which students, professors, and alumni at theological seminaries can share ideas and build connections with one another.

· Discuss the importance of current events, both within the United States and abroad, for different religious groups.

In many respects, the Journal of Inter-Religious Dialogue™ is one of a kind. As the first peer reviewed interfaith journal for seminary students, faculty, and alumni, it is poised to dramatically increase interchanges between religious leaders in the United States. With the understanding that members of the clergy substantially impact the dynamics within their congregations and religious movements, JIRD offers a novel way to establish long-term dialogue and collaboration between religious communities. 
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